The Purpose of a Pattern

| am aware from the very beginning that there are those who decry theidea of a
pattern for our religious practices. Some are opposed to what they cdl “pattern
mentdity.” Should this cause us to move away from a discusson of such in an objective
manner? | think not and so do many other people.

When you speak of a pattern you speak of aplan to follow. You speak of that
whichislike amap or blueprint. It speaks of something that has been revedled to manin
such away that he can know what God will expect of him. Thisissurely the casein
God's dedlings with man.

We should have no reluctance in using the term “ pattern.” Did not God use that
word when spesking to Moses (Exo. 25:9, 40)? Isthis not the same word that was used
by the writer of the book of Hebrews when he said, “ See, saith he, that thou make all
things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount” (Heb. 8:5)? Listen to the
apostle Paul, “Hold the pattern of sound words which thou has heard from me’ (2 Tim.
1:13-ASV). How would it be possible for one to hold a pattern if one did not exist? The
term “hold” carriestheideaof “adherenceto.” But how could you adhere to that which
does not exit? Yes, thereisa pattern and it serves avery useful purpose. We need to
take the time to look at some of the purposes of a pattern.

A Pattern Gives Direction

None of us should deny the need for direction for “it is in man that walketh to
direct hissteps’ (Jer. 10:23). Such was surely the case with Noah in the long ago. When
he was told to build the ark; he was told exactly what to do. (Gen. 6:14). Hewastold to
use “gopher wood.” That would mean only gopher wood. He was given directions as to
itssze. Thesedirectionswere followed (Gen. 6:22). He had no trouble knowing what
God wanted him to do for he had a pattern to follow.

We have a pattern, which gives direction asto what we areto say. Peter points
this out when he says, “If any man speek, let him speak asthe oracles of God” (1 Pet.
4:11). So aman has apattern to follow as he speaks. Heisnot left to say just anything in
the name of the Lord. It must be according to an in harmony with the words of God. He
has a pattern for his speech. Thiswould surdly be a part of the reason mean are not to
add to or take from the Word of the Lord. Such would alter the pattern and in so doing
not say what God's Word would say.

A Pattern Promotes Unity

If dl follow the same pattern, and we mugt, then al will speek the same thing.
There will be unity of speechif dl “hold fagt the pattern of sound words” Thiswould
be a part of the reason Paul would say, “the things that thou has heard of me among many
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shal be able to teach others also”
(2Tim. 2:2). Takea moment to look at that passage.

Paul says, “thethings” That would mean something understandable. It would
mean the propogitiond truth that Timothy heard from Paul. 1t would be the teaching of
an gpogtle. This becomes the pattern. Thisisthe blueprint that isto be followed. After
such is heard, this could in turn be passed on by teaching other men. Those men would
be able to pass this same thing on aso. Thiswould surdly insure unity of speech. This
would mean that one generation after

another could continue to speek the same thing. Culture or the passing of time would not



changeit.

Such will promote unity of action. Paul knew that this posshility existed for he sad,
“as | have given order to the churches of Gdlatia, even so do ye&' (1 Cor. 16:1). By
following the words of the gpodtle as a pattern for action, you will have unity of action.
All in the church of Corinth could do as dl in the churches of Gaatia This would be
consgtent with what Paul had said before, “as | teach every where in every church” (1
Cor. 4:17). If dl those churches would follow the pattern laid out by Paul’s teaching, you
would have unity of action. There would be no divigon.

A Pattern Preserves | dentity

The thing that helped identify the child of God under the Old Testament was the pattern
which hefollowed. He was given certain ingructions as to how hewasto act. Y ou will
find that the Jew was to observe the Sabbath as a holy day (Exo. 28:8). Thiswould serve
to set him gpart from the inhabitants of the land into which they came. They would be
identified by such practices asthey followed the Lord. HisWord being the pattern for
their lives.

Thisisaso true of the child of God today. Heiswhat heis because hefollowsa
certain form or pattern of teaching. In fact, Paul said of those at Rome: “ye have obeyed
from the heart that form of doctrine which was ddivered you” (Rom. 6:17). Thiswould
be equd to saying they have obeyed the gospel. Each one of those in the church at Rome
would be what he or she was because they have dl followed that same patterniin
obedience. They have al come from the same form or mold and thus would al be the
same. They would dl beonein Chris. Therewouldbeno  differencein ther
religious identify. Aslong as men follow the same pattern then they will al be the same.

Asyou see the gospel move throughout the Roman world; you see men and women
following the same ingructions. They aredl Chrigtians. Y ou do not have one kind of a
Chrigian in Jerusdlem and another kind in Antioch. They dl came from the same
mold or pattern. The same seed that was planted in Jerusalem was dso planted in
Antioch. The seed brings forth after itskind (Gen. 1:12). Such will surely preserve
identity. That is surely the case with the gospel, which isthe pattern for dl that follow in
metters that pertain to the soul.
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